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Updates

✿ EC F2F Meeting, Oxford,
26-28 September
✿ Jeremy Farrar becomes
Director of the Wellcome
Trust, 1 October
✿ Fred Hayden becomes
interim chair of ISARIC
✿ OTN meeting, Kilifi, 30
September – 2 October
✿ ISARIC article in The
Lancet
✿ WHO-ISARIC MERS-CoV
meeting, Geneva, 10-12
December
✿ ISSF Travel Fund grant for
planning the Strategic Award
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Acting Chair’s message
Welcome to the ISARIC Q1 2014 Newsletter!
As many of you know, ISARIC finds itself in a
transitional period, following Jeremy Farrar's
appointment as Director for the Wellcome Trust. 
During the 3-day face-to-face meeting of our
Executive Committee in early October, I agreed to
serve as ISARIC's interim Chair until a replacement
could be selected. Led by John Marshall, the
nominations process has attracted a strong list of
candidates, and  I expect the Council to select our
new Chair by the end of March this year - this
newsletter contains a separate section on the election
process. 

This interim period has been very busy and
productive, and this brief overview will not adequately
capture the efforts of those involved including our
Coordinating Centre staff. Among highlights include a
joint WHO-ISARIC workshop on MERS-CoV that was
held in Geneva in early December. It brought together
clinicians and scientists  from the region and other
countries affected by MERS-CoV to discuss recent
events, clinical management strategies, and clinical
research needs, including the development of an
interventional protocol using convalescent plasma.
The development of the protocol began following an
analysis of priority therapies to study in MERS-CoV
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Fondation Merieux to
discuss collaboration, Paris,
10 January
✿ Strategic Award planning
meeting, HCMC, 17 January
✿ R2HC application with
MSF Belgium and Fondation
Merieux submitted 22
January
✿ PREPARE kick-off,
Antwerp, 5 February
✿ Chatham House & BMGF
Roundtable on Data-sharing
for surveillance, London
12-13 February
✿ Meeting with ASPR,
BARDA & NIAID,
Washington DC, 18
February
✿ Continuous BSP roll out
✿ Survey of MERS-CoV
Capacity and Capabilities in
KSA
✿ No Cost Extensions
granted for WT and BMGF
core grants
✿ Clinical calls on H7N9 with
WHO and Chinese
colleagues
✿ Preparing an interventional
protocol for MERS-CoV
 

Electing a new
ISARIC Chair:
procedure and
candidates

ISARIC's Nominations
Committee, chaired by
Vice-Chair John Marshall,
has received seven excellent
applications for the new
Chair, following Jeremy
Farrar¹s becoming Director
of the Wellcome Trust last
October.

Three nominees have been
asked to outline their vision

ISARIC, and a number of clinical teleconference calls
led by Working Group 1. This remains a collaborative
effort across disciplines and involving colleagues both
within and currently outside of ISARIC. ISARIC was
created in part to foster such efforts and collaboration,
and I hope that we will see emergence of new clinical
research network initially focusing on MERS-CoV in
the Middle East.

Other events that deserve mention are the January
application jointly with MSF Belgium and Fondation
Merieux, led by Peter Horby, to the Wellcome Trust-
DIFD-sponsored Research for Health in Humanitarian
Crises (R2HC) call and the January meeting held with
colleagues from Aviesan and Fondation Merieux in
Paris to discuss our potential collaboration towards a
bid for the Global Research Collaboration for
Infectious Disease Preparedness or GlopID-R call. As
the name implies, the goals of GloPID-R align closely
with those of ISARIC. This joint effort is being led by
Menno de Jong from the ISARIC side, with strong
support from the Coordinating Centre. And I have
been following the launch of PREPARE in Antwerp
earlier this month, where ISARIC was represented
through Gail, Menno de Jong, Peter Horby, Gernot
Rohde, Jean-Daniel Chiche, Steve Webb, Al Nichol,
and Peter Openshaw – obviously ISARIC is very
much involved.  Another 'PREPARE’ is also being
'prepared' in Australia, and similar discussions are
taking place elsewhere in the world.

Last week Gail, Derek Angus and I met with Dr. Nicole
Lurie, the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and
Response, and her colleagues in the ASPR Office
and the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority (BARDA) in Washington,
which we hope will lead to fruitful collaborations.

In recent weeks we have been again reminded of the
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Their written responses have
been shared with the
Executive Committee. The
personal statement and the
curriculum vitae of each
candidate will be sent to the
voting members of the
ISARIC Council for review in
advance of the vote. Voting
is expected to take place by
email later this month.

Voting members of the
Council include the named
contacts for each network
(as indicated on the
Membership Form), the
Independent External
Advisors, the Chair and
Vice-Chairs, Working Group
representatives, and the
Secretariat (in accordance
with our Governance
Framework, V3). There will
only be one vote per
network.

Kajsa is currently confirming
the Electoral roll for the
Council, and all network
representatives will have
received an email. If you
have not received an email
to this effect, please contact
Kajsa directly by no later
than Tuesday 11 March, as
we may have to update your
details, or we may not yet
have received your
membership form (for Full
Membership only).

Individual members, external
organisations, and observers
do not have a vote on the
Council.

The Nominations Committee
consists of Roberto
Bruzzone (Institut Pasteur
Hong Kong), Frederick
Hayden (University of
Virginia, Interim Chair of
ISARIC), John Marshall

2009 A(H1N1) virus in many countries, and avian
influenza with a surge in A(H7N9) cases  and the first
human cases due to a novel A(H10N8) virus in
China.  Under the auspices of WHO discussions with
Chinese clinicians on clinical management strategies
and potential studies continue, reflecting the multiple
unanswered questions regarding optimal therapies.
As observed repeatedly with A(H5N1) viruses, it is
likely that the avian A(H7N9) virus will spread to other
countries in Southeast Asia and perhaps more
broadly.  Now is the time for to develop our clinical
research protocol responses. 

A number of WG and project team meetings are being
planed for the Spring, and we hope to hear and see
the involvement of as many member networks as
possible in 2014 – much remains to be done. These
lead up to our Council Meeting which will, most
probably, take place in Annecy 3-5 July. I hope to
meet many of you there.

With my personal thanks to all who contribute to
ISARIC.

Best wishes,

Frederick Hayden
ISARIC Interim Chair
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Strategic award
application in the
pipeline

In order to fulfil ISARIC’s
global ambition, and with the
intent to bring similar
collaborative efforts to
PREPARE to LMICs, an
initial planning meeting was
held at OUCRU in Ho Chi
Minh City in January to
discuss an application for a
Wellcome Trust Strategic
Award.
 
The meeting, which followed
on from a 2-day ICU
workshop at OUCRU,
included ISARIC members
representing MORU,
OUCRU, KEMRI, and China
SARI . Their aim was to
discuss which infectious
diseases research questions
are important to the region,
and how to handle them. It
turns out that though there
are ICUs, there is not a
region-wide network in place
that would be able to roll out
a large clinical trial.
 
It was decided that the
Strategic Award will focus on
setting up the conditions
necessary for the running of
an interventional trial, and -
though an adaptive design,
randomised clinical trial is
very ambitious for a setting
that has never done it
before, it is an especially
exciting way forward that
would allow testing multiple
candidate therapies in a
much more efficient manner
than possible with classic
RCT designs.

5-7 February 2014
As introduced in the last newsletter, 11 ISARIC
members and partners play an integral role in the
PREPARE project, launched in Antwerp 5-7 February,
2014.

PREPARE, short for Platform for European
Preparedness Against (Re-)emerging Epidemics, is
an EU funded program running from February 1st
2014 to February 1st 2019. PREPARE aims to launch
harmonised large-scale clinical research studies into
infectious diseases (ID), and prepare for a rapid
European clinical research response to severe ID
outbreaks. This will provide real-time empirical
evidence to support the clinical management of
patients, and will inform public health responses.

The aspirations of PREPARE and ISARIC are very
much aligned, and ISARIC partners are leading or
co-leading 6 out of the 11 PREPARE work packages.
To ensure synergy between ISARIC and PREPARE,
the Deputy Coordinator of PREPARE (Menno de
Jong) is a member of the ISARIC Executive
Committee.

Work packages of PREPARE in which ISARIC
members are particularly involved include:

Work package 1, coordinated by Alistair Nichol, aims
to identify and implement solutions to key ethical,
administrative, regulatory and logistical (EARL)
barriers to rapid implementation of large multi-site
international clinical studies in Europe in response to
severe ID outbreaks. This will provide essential
information to other WPs at an early stage, needed for
development of their particular aims and deliverables.
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Teleconference calls
– a survival guide
 
With ISARIC’s global spread
and the unlikelihood of
getting very busy people
from all over the world sat
down around tables
wherever and whenever
needed we would like to
provide a few suggestions
that will, hopefully, make
TCs more efficient, if not
even pleasurable
experiences.
 
The first version of our
Briefing Paper on Global
Clinical Conference Calls
was passed around in May
2013, and a second version
has now been prepared,
which is partially based on
the feedback received for
the first version.
 
You will find it available for
download here

Finally, do you recognise
this? IRL Conference call
(Note. YouTube link)

Do you have
something to say?

If you or your network wants
to contribute to our next
newsletter, or make
suggestions for future
articles - let us know

You are also free to make

workpackage is coordinated by Peter Horby and aims
to address some of the clinical bottlenecks to
research in epidemics. This includes the lack of
standardised baseline data for designing protocols
and for interpreting data (case numbers, case-mix,
admission practices, diagnostics, care practices,
workflows, outcomes); the presence of potentially
conflicting clinical guidelines; delays in protocol
preparation and approval. PRIME will map
pan-European clinical management of severe IDs
and, where needed, develop harmonised clinical case
definitions, guidelines and pre-approved protocols for
large multi-site clinical studies in Europe in response
to severe ID outbreaks.

The clinical studies of PREPARE that will run through
WPs 3-5 as Studies A-C. Study A (WP3), coordinated
by Peter Horby, is an observational study of children
and adults seeking healthcare with selected infectious
disease syndromes. This study, aims to provide
pan-European operational readiness and provide
baseline data and serum banks, as well as data- and
biobanks for more detailed inter-epidemic
pathogenesis studies in WP6 (see below).. Study B
(WP4), coordinated by Chris Butler (Cardiff/Oxford), is
an influenza RCT in primary care and will also
evaluate the use of novel point-of-care diagnostics in
this setting. Study C (WP5), coordinated by Marc
Bonten (Utrecht University) is an adaptive randomized
clinical tria, that will see the close involvement of
Jean-Daniel Chiche, Derek Angus, Al Nichol and
Steve Webb, amongst others. It will build on work
already done within ISARIC and among ISARIC
partners related to the design of ARCTs.

The objective of WP6 (“PATHOS”), is to identify the
commonalities and differences between different
aetiologies, clinical backgrounds and ages in the
complex pathways towards development of severe
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With the ISARIC website
being hosted on the Global
Health Network, your
opinions, thoughts, research,
analysis, and/or news will
reach far! You will find the
Blog page here. Please note
that you have to join ISARIC
online in order to post blogs.

Do you want to find out more
about our working groups?
Or ask Kajsa about joining
one?

Spread the word

Share

Tweet

Forward to Friend

Share

Follow us

Facebook

Twitter

Website

LinkedIn

multidisciplinary pathogenesis research platform that
can be mobilized rapidly during outbreaks of any
nature. In this multidisciplinary WP team, coordinated
by Menno de Jong,  (in depth) knowledge on
pulmonary disease, ICU, paediatrics, animal studies,
volunteer trials and system biology is present. Inter-
epidemic research work is focused on SARI and
includes patient-oriented studies complemented by
experimental work involving animal models and virus
challenge studies if needed. The knowledge
generated in these studies is crucial for pandemic
preparedness as they inform the development of
personalized clinical management strategies to
emerging outbreaks. The PATHOS studies will be
performed in available cohorts and biobanks as well
as using the samples resulting from WP3 Study A.

Other work packages are WP7, which is working
towards standardization and support for diagnostics,
the development of novel diagnostics (also during
outbreaks), and biobanking, to name a few. This work
package is coordinated by Greet Ieven and the
University of Antwerp. WP8 aims to set up a clinical
research information sharing platform for PREPARE,
and there is a separate work package for training,
through WP9 and another work package for
Dissemination, Exploitation and Networking (WP10).

Named ISARIC-members and partners active in
PREPARE are Menno de Jong (Academic Medical
Centre, University of Amsterdam), Peter Horby, Gail
Carson, and Derek Angus (University of Oxford), Al
Nichol (University College Dublin), Peter Openshaw
and Jake Dunning (Imperial College London), Gernot
Rohde (CAPNETZ), Sylvie van der Werf (Institut
Pasteur), Ozren Polasek (University of Split),
Jean-Daniel Chiche (ESICM), and Steve Webb
(University of Western Australia). For a full list of
PREPARE partners please follow this link.

Join ISARIC
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WHO-ISARIC MERS-CoV
workshop, Geneva 10-12
December 2013
A joint WHO-ISARIC MERS-CoV workshop was held
over three days in Geneva in December, with the
intent to discuss new
epidemiologic and clinical findings, clinical
management and research issues, and the
development of interventional protocols with an initial
focus on convalescent plasma.
 
Gathering approximately 25 clinicians from
MERS-CoV affected countries (including KSA, Qatar,
UAE, Jordan, Tunisia, UK, and France) and 11
participants from ISARIC, the focus of the discussion
was on obtaining better data on disease pathogenesis
and therapeutic options. The importance of
prospectively collecting standardized clinical,
virologic, and other biologic data over time from
affected patients and working towards implementing
studies with anti-MERS-Cov antibodies, initially in the
form of convalescent plasma, were emphasised. The
SARI Biologic Sampling Protocol and support tools
were presented to  meeting attendees by Laura
Merson, Calum Semple , and Gernot Rohde. In a
discussion led by Abdullah Brooks and Rob Fowler,
future actions were agreed.
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here.
 
You will find more information about MERS-CoV and
the latest WHO updates on the WHO website.

Network in Focus:
The GABRIEL network -
Innovative scientific infectious
disease research in
developing countries,
By Florence Komurian-Pradel

Created in 2008 by Fondation Mérieux, and gathering
more than 15 members, the GABRIEL network’s
mission is to support developing countries in
improving their research capacities in the field of
infectious disease (ID) that have a major impact on
public health. In bringing together academic and
governmental research laboratories from both
developed and developing countries, the network
seeks to establish the necessary local conditions in
order to facilitate an efficient ID response.
 
The main activities carried out within the network are:

To provide new laboratory tests for the
detection, characterization, and surveillance of
pathogens in developing countries,
To strengthen capacities of local scientists and
their autonomy to conduct research projects,
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epidemiological studies through local
partnerships.

The GABRIEL network is coordinated by Fondation
Mérieux’s Emerging Pathogens Laboratory (LPE)
where tests developed and transferred to other
network laboratories, while participating laboratories
jointly define locally relevant research priorities for
further study. Knowledge exchange, technology
transfer, and training is organized in tandem with
research programs, and one of the main strengths of
the network is its capacity to combine and nurture
local and global approaches to research capacity
building.
 
Shared research topics currently include a multi-
centre pneumonia study and evaluating multi-drug
resistance tuberculosis prevalence (MDR-TB). The
former study aims to explore the bacterial and viral
etiology of pneumonia, and identify the serotypes of
pneumococcus prevalent in member countries. The
project is focusing on hospitalized children under the
age of 5 and will help to evaluate the potential impact
of routine vaccination, vaccine introduction, and the
clinical management of patients. The latter study
seeks to implement a line probe assay (LPA) for the
detection of resistance to the main first line anti-TB
drugs. In addition to the LPA, the project also aims at
gaining knowledge on genotypic markers of
resistance in order to complement molecular-based
laboratory tools for the diagnostic of resistant TB, at
any of the first and second line of antibiotics.
 
Next steps for the GABRIEL network include the
consolidation of strategies to rapidly identify emerging
and re-merging pathogens by developing activities on
surveillance and outbreaks, and to set up new
collaborative studies.
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contact Florence Pradel (Network Manager)

ISARIC Update
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